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"...a path from where we are to where we should be." --Peter Maurin

From Paralysis

to Possibility:
Living With Climate Change

Why This Issue?
We promise that our next Round Table will be about puppy dogs, rainbows, and butterflies. We’ve had an exciting - but incredibly
intense - string of RoundTable issues lately: “Catholicism and the Catholic Worker,” “Dismantling Sexism,” and “Marching Towards a
Police State”. And now to top it off, now we’re going to talk about coping with potentially catastrophic climate change. Great.
Believe me, our small six-person Round Table committee DID NOT want to do this issue. For several years, it’s stayed on our “To
Do List”, because it felt so depressing even to talk about. We’ve wanted to do something, to say something about this urgent issue.
So we painfully, over many hours, started to talk about it: Why do we feel so guilty and inadequate when we think about it? What
are other people doing about it? Does it even matter at this point? These questions are explored in the following articles with a lot
of heart, thoughtfulness and insight.
The truth is that we are all deeply afraid of what our planet will look like in a few decades. How do we cope? Maybe we mask it with
feigned indifference or apathy. Carolyn Griffeth discusses psychic numbing, which has the double effect of suppressing “our joy, our
caring, and our flexible thinking.” Moving forward means “rediscovering both our belonging to the earth and our interconnectedness
in the web of life, and then grounding our actions in the power that flows from this.”
David Kirtley’s article, which lays out our current climate predicament, reiterates this idea - “...cynicism which leads to no action...
is the same approach offered by those who deny that climate change is a problem: do nothing and let the status quo continue. I do
not know if we have hit the iceberg yet, but I do know that cynicism and doing nothing...will most definitely sink the ship.”
As we contemplate action, we receive some insight from Jason Ebinger. He notes that the sense of urgency to prevent climate
change can “create a ‘we don’t have time for that’ attitude toward other issues which can be a block in developing important
connections with other[s].” He argues that to create lasting change, we need see the interconnectedness of oppression and to build
relationships and coalitions across class and race - a task that has often eluded many environmental and other social justice groups
(including Karen House and the Catholic Worker) that are largely comprised of middle class white folks.
We asked Arielle Klagsbrun and Mary Densmore to compare and contrast the strategies of mass action and personal action in
working to stop climate change. Arielle wisely notes that in order to make a difference, people need to feel like others are with them:
“One of the effects of capitalism is to make us feel like our individual actions don’t matter. Organizing for mass action, regardless of
what you’re organizing around, is the antidote for me.” Mary echoes her sentiment, sharing her sincere belief that “we must find
ways to live authentically and in connection with each other.”
Joanna Macy, an inspiration to many of us, discusses The Great Turning. It’s three dimensions include slowing down destruction
(housing the homeless, protesting against Monsanto or Boeing,) creating sustainable alternatives, and shifting our consciousness
(in the words of activist John Seed: “I try to remember that it’s not me, John Seed, trying to protect the rainforest. Rather, I am part
of the rain forest protecting itself."
Our issue concludes with Kristina Vidovic’s enthusiastic update from Karen House and many Letters to the Editor on our “Catholicism
and the Catholic Worker” issue. Timmy Cosentino writes on the crisis in Gaza, reminding us of Desmond Tutu’s powerful words, “If
you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor.”
Ignoring climate change will land us in the same place as denying it, but claiming our place within The Great Turning may create
the greatest revolution our planet has yet seen - a revolution of love, for ourselves and our world. In the words of Joanna Macy, “How
can we falter now, with so many hands and hearts at work, and all generations lending their support?”
										

-Jenny Truax

Hands UP Don't Shoot!

Visit our website, karenhousecw.org to read our response to Mike Brown's
killing and to see our materials for hosting anti-racism discussions, and other
action opportunities.
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Through the Door of Despair
by Carolyn Griffeth

We can deal with our cultural and environmental crises
only after we deal with our human crises of trauma, denial
and emotional paralysis. This will require the most difficult
of human endeavors, facing our own despair. This involves
waking from our trance of denial, facing our own pain and
sorrow, accepting the world as it is, adapting, and living
more intentionally. Mary Pipher1
A few years back, I listened to a radio program on climate change in which scientists proposed far-flung futuristic
solutions, including, and I am not joking, launching our
carbon emissions into space. I was relieved when a caller
asked, “What about investing in down to earth things such
as public transportation and local food production?” To this
the expert responded condescendingly, “No proposal that
requires individuals to change their behaviors is going to
work!” Though my hope for the future rests on my belief
in the ability of individuals to make changes and demand
that those with power do as well, his comment lead me
to ponder our collective apathy. What is its source? And
why does it hold so much power over us?
Coming from the Greek, “apathy” literally means
non-suffering. Rather than indifference it is the refusal to
experience pain. Confronted by vast forces threatening the
continuation of life as usual on our planet, for the first time
in human history we have had to ask ourselves: Will the
earth be a hospitable place for the children of the future?
Will the plants, animals, and ecosystems I love continue to
exist? These are deeply painful questions, behind which lies
rage that so much has been lost, guilt for our role, grief
that the future is so uncertain, terror about the suffering that may lie ahead, and deep despair that our efforts
won’t make a difference. Living in a culture that celebrates
cheerfulness and optimism, and which allows very little
space for dark emotions or emotional release such as
tears, we learn to suppress our feelings and to filter out
anxiety-provoking data.

Though externally we may appear not to care, in actuality we are acting out of fear of despair.
This recurrent suppression of emotion leads to psychic
numbing, a term psychologist Robert Lifton developed to
describe the effect of witnessing massive annihilation on
Hiroshima survivors. Lifton argues that today psychic numbing extends to all of us as we consider the threat to life on
our planet. In the process of numbing our pain, we also
suppress our joy, our caring, and our flexible thinking. But
this is not all: environmental activist and Buddhist scholar,
Joanna Macy, has long argued that in denying our pain, we
miss the path to recovering our truest selves. At a conference on planetary survival issues in 1978, Joanna Macy
invited each presenter to share an incident or image of
how the issue personally touched them in order to break
through academic distancing. To the surprise of all involved
this brief sharing caused something magical to happen:
individuals felt reenergized, connected, and enthusiastic
about collaboration. From this event, “despair work” was
born. Joanna describes it as follows: “Just as grief work
is a process by which bereaved persons unblock their

--artwork by Ashely Cecil, www.asleycecil.com

At a recent anti-racism workshop, Carolyn Griffeth presented on some common characteristics of white
culture that she gleaned from from Shelly Tochluk's book, Witnessing Whiteness and from the efforts
of those in the Re-evaluation Co-Counseling community.It was tremendously helpful to our on-going
efforts to eliminate racism.
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the pain we feel for the world is more likely to play out
numbed energies by acknowledging and grieving the loss
as urgency. “So what’s wrong with urgency?” you might
of a loved one, so do we all need to unblock our feelings
ask; “The situation is urgent!” The problem with urgency
about our threatened planet and the possible demise of
is that it is a draining emotional state that over-time time
our species. Until we do, our power of creative response
taxes our bodies and inhibits the kind of clear thinking that
will be crippled.”2
helps us come up with creative, accurate responses. It also
In the last thirty years despair work has been developed
tends to undermine our connection with others and thus
and utilized by environmental activists and many others
prevents us from working well collaboratively. Let’s face
around the globe. Recently two friends of mine had the
it: none of us is going to solve this problem on our own
chance to attend one of Joanna’s workshops which included
or in partnership with only those who are equally urgent.
a ritual to release their pain for the world. They sat in a circle
Our message and efforts will be more attractive and fruitful
with the inner space divided into four quadrants, containing
when they are grounded in joy, in hope, and compassion
four symbols: a stone standing for fear, the stick for anger,
for all, including ourselves.
dead leaves for sorrow, and an empty bowl to represent
Though seemingly opposite, apathy and urgency are
our emptiness, confusion, and need. After dedicating the
both expressions of suppressed fear and pain, which rob
ritual to the healing of our world, each was invited to stand
us of joy, creativity, and connection. We need not settle
with the object of one’s choice and express, in words or
for this! Despair, like all emotions is
otherwise, his or her inner experience.
dynamic; when we allow ourselves to
The deeper meaning of these symbols
There are those who
experience it, it flows through us. The
is experienced in the process. For
would set fire to the
following practices can help us to enter
example, by entering into our sorrow
world.
into our emotions and discover the gift
we come to experience the depth of
We are in danger.
they carry:
our caring which flows from our love
There is time only to move
•Buddhist teacher, Pema Chodron
for the world. We also transcend the
slowly.
suggests
that we lean into our emotions,
isolation of holding our grief alone, and
There is no time not
giving them our full attention without
experience the rare and deep solidarity
to love.
judgment. Next time you hear some
that comes from recognizing that our
negative news try to be fully present to
grief is shared.
-Deena Metzger
your heart’s response. Notice how your
My friend described this ritual
emotions move through you, dissolve,
as a profoundly spiritual experience
and connect you to compassion.
in which his sadness opened up his heart in a way that
•In groups or one-on-one take turns sharing how you
led to a renewed sense of connection to God, the source
feel about climate change or other environmental issue.
of life. I have experienced something similar when I have
Don’t focus unnecessarily on sharing facts but rather your
allowed myself to fully feel my horror and sadness about
inner response. Allow yourself to shake, cry, laugh, etc to
environmental catastrophes such as seals struck by toxic
allow for emotional release.
oil spills. In releasing my pain, I have experienced true
•To engage others in the issue of climate change, invite
compassion— a suffering with—which awakens me to my
them to talk about a place in nature that they have a close
connection with all life.
connection with, perhaps where they played as a child, and
Once Thich Nhat Hanh was asked, “What do we most
their hopes for its future.
need to do to save our world?” Rather than outlining a
•And finally, strive to heal the world out of love rather
strategy for social action, he responded: “What we most
than fear by cultivating a loving connection with the natuneed to do is to hear within us the sounds of the Earth
ral world. Tithe time in nature. Connect with those places
crying.”3 This is what happens when we are present to
that feed your soul. Celebrate the step you and others
our pain for the earth. We open up a wider dimension
are on even though it may be far from the goal. Stop
of ourselves where we experience that we are the earth,
questioning if what we do will be enough and be proud
and that the earth cries through us. Thus entering into our
and happy with what you do. With these practices, we will
pain is about more than just overcoming psychic numbing.
do more.
It is about rediscovering our belonging to the earth, our
interconnectedness in the web of life, and grounding our
1) Mary Pipher, The Green Boat: Reviving Ourselves in our Capsized
actions in the power that flows from this. This awareness
Culture. New York: Riverhead Books: 2013.
is captured in the words of rain forest activist, John Seed:
2) Joanna Macy, “ Working Through Environmental Despair,” Ecsachol“I try to remember that it’s not me, John Seed, trying to
ogy Sierra Club 1995. pg 10
protect the rain forest. Rather, I am part of the rain forest
3)
Joanna
Macy, World as Lover World as Self, Berkeley: Parallax
protecting itself.
Press, 2007, p. 95
Many of us are similar to activist John Seed in that
we do not need despair work to overcome apathy. For us
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The Great Turning as
Compass and Lens
What it means to be alive in a moment of global crisis and possibility
Reprinted with permission from Yes! Magazine May 10, 2006

by Joanna Macy

“Thinking of the Great Turning reminds me I don’t have
to save the world by myself; then there’s more energy for my
little piece of it — getting the military out of my son’s school.”
— Anti-recruitment activist in San Francisco
“It strengthens me to see my work for renewable energy
in the context of the grande virada.” — Corporate consultant
in Brazil.
“I love telling the children
in our eco-camp that their restoration project is part of the
grosse Wandlung, and they
are part of it, too.” — Teacher
in Germany’s Black Forest.
“Now I recognize el gran
cambio right here in Barcelona, and at the same time it
links me with activists around
the world. I feel less isolated.”
—Spanish community organizer.
E grande virada, die grosse
Wandlung, el gran cambio…
Wherever I go, in every group
I work with, the Great Turning
becomes more rewarding as a
conceptual frame. It is a name
for the transition from the industrial growth society to a lifesustaining society. It identifies the shift from a self-destroying
political economy to one in harmony with Earth and enduring for the future. It unites and includes all the actions being
taken to honor and preserve life on Earth. It is the essential
adventure of our time.
Of course, most people involved in this adventure do not
call it the Great Turning. They do not need that name in order
to fight for survival and to fashion the forms of a sane and decent future. Yet more and more of us are finding that concept

to be wonderfully useful. For me as teacher, activist, and mother,
the Great Turning helps me see what the physical eye cannot: the
larger forces at play and the direction they are taking. At the same
time, it sharpens my perception of the actual, concrete ways people are engaging in this global shift. In other words, it serves me as
both compass and lens.
The Big Picture
From the countless social and
environmental issues that compete
for attention, we can take on isolated
causes and fight for them with courage
and devotion. But the forces we confront seem so great and time so short,
it’s easy to fear that our efforts are too
scattered to be of real consequence.
And we tend to fall into the same
short-term thinking that has entrapped
our political economy.
The Great Turning invites us to lift
our eyes from the cramped closet of
short-term thinking and see the larger
historical landscape. What a difference
it makes to view our efforts as part of
--photo by Kevin Dooley a vast enterprise, a tidal change commensurate to the crisis we face. What
is underway, as many have observed, is a revolution that is comparable in magnitude to the agricultural revolution of the late Neolithic and the industrial revolution of the past two centuries. As
the industrial-growth society spins out of control comes the third
revolution, which is even now given names, like the ecological or
sustainability revolution, or the Great Turning. While the first two
revolutions, as former EPA administrator William Ruckelshaus reflects, “were gradual, spontaneous, and largely unconscious, this
(third) one will have to be a fully conscious operation. … If we actually do it, the undertaking will be absolutely unique in human-

Joanna Macy, Ph.D., a Buddhist teacher and deep ecologist, is widely known for her workshops at the interface
between social change and spiritual breakthrough.
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ity’s stay on Earth.”
As compass, the Great Turning helps us see the direction in
which our political economy is heading. Because the industrialgrowth society is based on an impossible imperative—limitless
increase in corporate profits—that direction leads to collapse.
No system can endure that seeks to maximize a single variable.
Already our system is on “overshoot,” using up resources beyond
Earth’s capacity to renew and dumping wastes beyond Earth’s capacity to absorb. The losses inflicted on the biosphere now affect
every system essential to life, and deplete the diversity required
for complex life forms. Yet life is a dynamic process, self-organizing to adapt and evolve. Just as it turned scales to feathers, gills
to lungs, seawater to blood, so now, too, immense evolutionary
pressures are at work. They are driving this revolution of ours
through innumerable molecular, intersecting alterations in the
human capacity for conscious change.
Still, as Earth’s record attests, extinctions are at least as plentiful as successful adaptations. We may not make it this time.
Natural systems may unravel beyond repair before new, sustainable forms and structures take hold. That is part of the anguish
that is widely felt.
That anguish is unavoidable, if we want to stay honest and
alert. The Great Turning comes with no guarantees. Its risk of failure is its reality. Insisting on belief in a positive outcome puts
blinders on us and burdens the heart. We might manage to convince ourselves that everything will surely turn out all right, but
would such happy assurance elicit our greatest courage and creativity?
The Great Turning, as a compass pointing to the possible,
helps me live with radical uncertainty. It also causes me to believe that, whether we succeed or not, the risks we take on behalf of life will bring forth dimensions of human intelligence and
solidarity beyond any we have known.

society. These range from petitioning for species protection to
soup kitchens for homeless families, to civil disobedience against
weapons makers, polluters, clear cutting, and other depredations. Often discouraging and even dangerous, work in this dimension buys time. Saving some lives, some ecosystems, some
species, and some of the gene pool for future generations is a
necessary part of the Great Turning. But even if every battle in
this dimension were won, it would not be enough. A life-sustaining society requires new forms and structures.
The arising of these new forms constitutes the second dimension. Here we see the emergence of sustainable alternatives,
from solar panels to farmers markets, from land trusts to cohousing, permaculture, and local currencies. At no other epoch in our
history have so many ways of doing things appeared in so short
a time.
Many of them — as in health, animal husbandry, and pest
management — reclaim old, traditional practices. Yet, as promising as they are, these forms and structures cannot survive without deeply rooted values to nourish them. To proliferate and
endure, they must mirror who we are and what we really want.
They require, in other words, a profound change in our perception of reality.
This is the third dimension of the Great Turning: a shift in

"This itself is the whole
of the journey, opening
your heart to that
which is lovely."
				Buddha

The scene on the ground
This third revolution of our human journey is not only a possibility; it is a present, ongoing, multifarious phenomenon. The
Great Turning is like a lens through which we can perceive the
extent to which it is happening. This lens is crucial, because it
reveals developments that are ignored or distorted by the mainstream, corporate-controlled media. In the words of Gil ScottHeron, “the revolution will not be televised.” It is hardly in the interests of billion-dollar industries, or the government that serves
them, that we should know how they are being challenged and
supplanted by grassroots initiatives.
These initiatives are sprouting on all sides, like green shoots
through the rubble of a dysfunctional civilization. The Great Turning lens reveals that initiatives as different in character as a wind
farm, a lawsuit against election fraud, and a fleet of kayaks protecting marine mammals are all part of an historic transition. It
is important to review the three dimensions of this transition because they make it easier to see the Great Turning in action and
to recognize our part in it. While presented as first, second, or
third, they are not to be taken as sequential or ranked in importance. They coarise synergistically and are mutually reinforcing.
The first dimension includes all the efforts underway to slow
down the destruction being wrought by the industrial-growth

consciousness. Both personal and collective, both cognitive and
spiritual, this shift comes through many avenues. It is ignited by
the new sciences and inspired by ancient traditions. It also arises
as grief for our world. Irreducible to private pathology, this grief
gives the lie to old-paradigm notions of the isolated, competitive
self. It reveals our mutual belonging in the web of life.
Now, in this very time, these three rivers — anguish for our
world, scientific breakthroughs, and ancestral teachings — flow
together. From the confluence of these rivers we drink and awaken to what we once knew: we are alive in a living Earth, source of
all we are and know. Despite centuries of mechanistic conditioning, we want to name, once again, this world as holy.
Whether they come through Gaia theory, systems theory,
chaos theory, or through liberation theology, shamanic practices,
or the Goddess, such insights and experiences are absolutely
necessary to free us from the grip of the industrial-growth society. They offer us nobler goals and deeper pleasures. They redefine our wealth and our worth, liberating us from compulsions to
consume and control.
So rich is the harvest, that when we claim these new un-
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derstandings, there’s little room for panic or self-pity. Instead,
gratitude arises to be alive at this moment, when, for all the
darkness coming upon us, blessings abound. They help us stay
alert and steady, so we can join hands to find the ways the world
self-heals—and see the present chaos as seedbed for the future.

time is still a reality to the aboriginals who welcomed us, several
dozen of us gathered to devote a full lunar cycle to immersion in
deep time. The event was called “Seeds for the Future: Training
for the Great Turning.”
There, under the wheeling stars by the southern sea, we
felt the power of this planet-time. In our silence, rituals, and role
play, we sensed the ancestors and the future ones moving in our
midst, encouraging us in the work that is ours to do. In our discussions, we felt the presence of those living now and the magnitude of their manifold efforts on behalf of life. Earth Community
became for us not only a promise, but a present reality.

Seeds for the future
Among such blessings for me now, I count the explorations
my colleagues and I are making into the mystery of time. With
“deep time” practices, we enliven our felt connections with past
and future generations, and open our hurried, fragmented lives
into vaster expanses of time. The ancestors, who bequeathed
us life, become more present to us, and so do the future ones,
whom we carry within us like seeds.
These practices, long a feature of my workshops, gave rise to
an extraordinary event last year. In Australia, where the Dream-

Returned to our daily lives, we call each other seedlings. That’s
what the Great Turning makes of us: seedlings of the future. How
can I falter now, with so many hands and hearts at work, and all
generations lending their support?

A World Where it is Easier
to Be Good
by Ellen Rehg
Peter Maurin once wrote that our task should be to create a
world where it is easier to be good. Although we know from our
Aims and Means that the Catholic Worker vision is a bit grander
than that, Peter’s words are comforting. They make our social
transformation seem just a bit more within reach. Can’t create
the ideal society? That’s ok -just work on making life easier,
on removing the stressors that cage the “better angels of our
nature”. Provide the support which encourages us to love each
other and to do the right thing. (A tall enough order!)
Joanna Macy’s concept of the Great Turning is a similar
kind of thing. It is easy to be overwhelmed by the news of
our impending ecological disaster. We can feel disheartened
before we even start to try to turn things around. How can we
reverse the coming destruction? Don’t start there, she advise (to
paraphrase Peter) set yourself the goal of making a world where
it is easier to be green.
In fact, this transformative work is already going on. We see
it in a number of small ways: in the solar panels that you found
out your friend installed; your spouse and your neighbor riding

their bikes to work; in the farmer’s markets selling local produce,
the timebanking collectives creating new ways to exchange
goods and services. Like the proverbial flutter of the butterfly’s
wings, these small efforts which appear to be negligible can
ultimately create a whirlwind to blow away the old ways.
Or not. There are no guarantees. Joanna Macy’s work helps
us to see how the small tiles of our individual action are creating
a mosaic for a new age. Although we don’t know how the picture
will turn out, it is helpful to know that we can start by working on
our own small piece.

For Further Reading: Joanna Macy's books
include, Coming Back to Life; World As Lover,
World As Self; and Widening Circles, A Memoir.
See www.joannamacy.net

Ellen Rehg starts her second and final year at Forest Park Community College to obtain her RN. She'll be adding this to
her PhD in Philosophy, that'll be Ellen Rehg, PhD, RN to you.
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Climate Change: The End of the World
as We Know It?
by David Kirtley

would be a good thing: “By the influence of the increasing percentage of carbonic acid in the atmosphere, we may hope to
enjoy ages with more equable and better climates, especially
as regards the colder regions of the earth, ages when the earth
will bring forth much more abundant crops than at present,
for the benefit of rapidly propagating man[and woman]kind.”2
Unfortunately, that’s not how things are playing out.
In Arrhenius’ time, carbon emissions from burning fossil
fuels (primarily coal) were about 500 million tons each year
(see chart). Today’s emissions are eighteen times greater at
nearly 9,000 million tons. We’ve added oil and natural gas to
Arrhenius’ coal and have burned them at ever increasing rates
over the last century. As the graph shows, we really kicked it
into high gear after about 1945.
Climate is simply the average weather over a certain time
period, usually thirty years, in a certain area. For any given location the temperature, rainfall and other weather characteristics will fall within an average range. But every now and then
there will be an extreme event (rainfall, flood, drought, etc.)

Over one-hundred years ago, in the 1890s, Swedish chemist Svante Arrhenius spent many months going through tedious equations to understand how the Earth’s climate system
works. Like many scientists in the 1800s, Arrhenius was interested in answering the question, “What caused the ice ages?”
Before him, John Tyndall had found that certain gases in the
atmosphere, water vapor and carbon dioxide (CO2), absorbed
and reflected infrared radiation (heat) from the Earth’s surface
– essentially keeping the Earth warmer than it would be without those gases.
Arrhenius wondered if a change in the amount of these
gases could change the Earth’s overall temperature enough to
explain the comings and goings of the ice ages. His calculations
showed that a decrease in CO2 by about half the then-current
amount would be enough to lower temperatures by about 5⁰C
(about 8⁰F), cold enough to grow massive ice sheets in Europe
and North America as in the last ice age. He also calculated
that a doubling of the CO2 amount would raise temperatures
by about 5⁰C. Arrhenius also realized that by burning coal we
could raise the amount of atmospheric CO2: “The
slight percentage of carbonic acid [CO2] in the atmosphere may, by the advances of industry, be changed
to a noticeable degree in the course of a few centuries.”1
I mention Arrhenius’ findings for two reasons:
1) to show that global warming/climate change isn’t
a liberal hoax invented by Al Gore and the UN for
nefarious reasons, and 2) to show that the basic understanding that burning fossil fuels (the primary
source of energy in our modern world) increases
the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere, has been
known for over a century. Arrhenius was assuming
a constant rate of coal burning throughout the coming centuries which would slowly increase CO2 levels. He also assumed that a gradual global warming

Source: Carbon Dioxide Information Analysis Center,
http://cdiac.ornl.gov/trends/emis/glo.html

David Kirtley is a talented carpenter, demonstrating skill and artistry; functionality and beauty.
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which is outside the average range. The extra CO2 we pump
into the atmosphere upsets the heat balance of the Earth; this
is “global warming”. This extra energy in the system (the air,
oceans, ice, etc.) causes the climate to change -- it shifts the
“normal” range of averages to a different “new normal” range
of averages. It increases the odds of more extreme weather occurring. David Roberts, of Grist.org says it best: “There is no division, in the physical world, between ‘climate change storms’
and ‘non-climate change storms.’ Climate change is not an
exogenous force acting on the atmosphere. There is only the
atmosphere, changing. Everything that happens in a changed
atmosphere is ‘caused’ by the atmosphere, even if it's within
the range of historical variability. Climate change is just the
term we use to describe those changes.”3
Change may be good, but not when it comes to climate.
One of the main problems with the current climate change is
the speed with which it is occurring. In the Earth’s past, these
changes happened naturally over thousands and millions of
years, but our present human-induced warming is happening
in decades and centuries, leaving us (and the rest of the biosphere) very little time to adapt.
As atmospheric CO2 levels have risen, we have seen the
Earth’s average temperature rise by about 0.8⁰C (1.4⁰F). With
this rise, glaciers around the world are melting and receding
-- leaving less water for communities which rely on melt water (such as the countries around the Himalayan Mountains
in Asia). The Antarctic and Greenland ice sheets are melting
– raising sea levels and threatening communities along seashores (or in some cases, whole island nations in the Pacific).
Arctic sea ice melts back more and more each summer, and
may melt away completely in a matter of decades. This disappearance of a major geophysical feature of our planet will
cause huge impacts on weather in the Northern Hemisphere
(and may already be affecting it, i.e. this past winter’s parade
of “polar vortexes”).
Global warming causes an intensification of the water
cycle: warmer air temperatures cause more evaporation and
warmer air can hold more water vapor, which supplies more
moisture for more intense storms. A global-warming generalization is that “wet areas will get wetter and dry areas will
get drier”. More and longer droughts in some areas and more
intense rainfall and flooding in other areas are not conducive
to bringing forth more abundant crops, as Arrhenius hoped for
in a warming world. More droughts and floods lead to failed
crops which can lead to famine, and people who are hungry
usually do not sit around and starve to death (see Syria).4
The climate system has a number of known “positive-feedback” loops which tend to cause even more warming. (There
are also a few negative feedbacks which decrease warming.)
For example, the Arctic regions are warming about twice as
fast as the rest of the globe. The region’s vast amounts of permafrost are thawing out, and as they melt, these carbon-rich
soils release CO2 and methane (CH4, which is a more potent
heat-trapping gas than CO2). These additional emissions,
which could dwarf human emissions, will cause more warming, which will cause more permafrost melt…and so on. As

this cycle continues, we may cross a “tipping-point” – at which
point anything we do to lessen emissions would be useless.
Even though we know about this positive feedback/tippingpoint, and are now observing the process beginning to unfold,
we do not know for sure at what point or what temperature-increase the permafrost will “tip”. This is one of the well-known
tipping-points, but there may be unknown tipping-points out
there we know nothing about.
This is a mere taste of what we are already experiencing
as our climate changes, and this is just with a temperature increase of less than one degree Celsius. With the CO2 we have
already emitted, we can probably count on reaching the two
degree mark, if not beyond. Is it too late to do anything about
climate change – has the Titanic already struck the iceberg or
not? If not, is there time to steer the ship away? Everyone on
the actual Titanic could feel the “tipping-point” the moment
they hit the iceberg. But for us, climate change tipping-points
are more difficult to discern. And even though global warming
is happening very rapidly, the “ship” is slow enough that we
can still steer a different course.
Still, it may seem hopeless and giving in to cynicism or despair is understandable. But a cynicism which leads to no action on climate change is the same approach offered by those
who deny that climate change is real, or that climate change
is a problem: do nothing and let the status quo continue. I do
not know if we have hit the iceberg yet, but I do know that
cynicism and doing nothing to solve the problem will most
definitely sink the ship. However, the good news is, we know
exactly what the problem is: burning coal, oil and gas releases
CO2 which causes climate change. The goal should be obvious:
we have to slow, and eventually stop, burning coal, oil, and gas.
Notice I said “slow” not, “go cold turkey, turn off all the
lights, and return to the Stone Age.” The goal is simple but
getting there will take time and effort. The energy system we
rely on to power our world was not built in a day (just look at
the chart), the new energy economy will also not be built in a
day. And it will take more than a single “silver bullet” solution.
Rather, we will meet this goal with a multitude of solutions,
tools and approaches. This is also good news because it means
everyone can do something to help meet the goal.
Anything we can do to move away from the current system, using less energy and replacing it with “cleaner” energy, is
a step toward the goal. Even the simple task of replacing incandescent bulbs with CFLs or LED bulbs, which use far less energy,
is a step. Other steps for individuals or families might include
adding more insulation in your home’s attic, hanging laundry
out to dry, biking to work (or taking public transportation). If
you cannot do any of these things you may choose from any
number of other energy-saving (and money-saving) efficiency
measures. Individuals can write letters to the editor, and their
representatives voicing their concerns, or get involved with the
Citizens Climate Lobby, which is working to get some form of
Carbon Tax passed by Congress. Or you can help out the Sierra
Club’s Beyond Coal campaign which is working (successfully!)
to shut down America’s dirtiest coal-fired power plants (most
recently, Ameren has announced the phase out of the south St
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solar systems which help power their remote, off-grid villages.9
On June 14, 2014 President Obama delivered a commencement speech to the graduates of UC-Irvine. He used the
opportunity to "talk about one of the most significant longterm challenges that our country and our planet faces: the
growing threat of a rapidly changing climate."10 He used the
opportunity to encourage the graduates to have hope, that
they could meet this threat and overcome it:
“We can do this. We can make a difference. You can make
a difference. And the sooner you do, the better -- not just for
our climate, but for our economy…The country that seizes this
opportunity first will lead the way. A low-carbon, clean energy
economy can be an engine for growth and jobs for decades to
come, and I want America to build that engine. If we do, others
will follow.”
The President then went on to state that other countries
are waiting to see what America does: “That's what the world
does. It waits to watch us act. And when we do, they move.
And I'm convinced that on this issue, when America proves
what's possible, then they're going to join us.” But many countries, communities and individuals around the world are not
waiting for America to act, they have started the transition to
phase out fossil fuels, to leave as much coal, oil and gas in the
ground, and to build a cleaner, more resilient world.
We all have a choice about which world we want. President Obama concluded his speech outlining that choice: "Cynicism has never won a war, or cured a disease, or started a business, or fed a young mind, or sent men into space. Cynicism is
a choice. Hope is a better choice."

Louis County Meramec Plant).5
For some small communities, making the switch to renewables may be accomplished in one giant leap. In the northwestern corner of Missouri, the town of Rock Port (population: 1,300) installed wind turbines which meet 100% of their
electricity needs. The tiny island nation of Tokelau (population:
1,500) in the south Pacific now gets 100% of their electricity
from solar panels, replacing diesel generators.6
One approach to help us transition to a new energy system, is the Transition network of communities springing up
around the world. This loose network is proactively building
more resilient communities to deal with climate change and
the other major problem facing industrial societies, peak
oil: “These communities have started up projects in areas of
food, transport, energy, education, housing, waste, arts etc. as
small-scale local responses to the global challenges of climate
change, economic hardship and shrinking supplies of cheap
energy. Together, these small-scale responses make up something much bigger, and help show the way forward for governments, business and the rest of us.”7
Around the world, utilities are installing massive solar or
wind farms. Chile is now home to the largest solar plant in
Latin America. The largest by far, is the Gujarat Solar Park in
northwestern India, which covers nearly 8.5 square miles with
solar panels! Records for renewable electricity generation are
constantly being broken in Germany, England and California as
more and more renewables are installed. Tidal energy and geothermal are also being tapped in Ireland, New York City, Kenya,
and New Zealand.8
Many regions of the “developing world” are completely
by-passing the “developed world’s” energy model of large,
centralized electricity generation and “leap-frogging” right to
de-centralized, localized renewables. And even these efforts
help fight climate change since they replace diesel generators
with micro-grids of solar panels and kerosene lanterns with LED
lights. Indigenous women from Chile have travelled to India’s
Barefoot College to learn how to become “solar grandmothers”. When they return home they install and maintain small
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Holding on to the Things We Value
by Jason Ebinger

Addressing climate change has jumped to the forefront of
many people’s consciousness in our current generation. In the
Catholic Worker, there has been a surge of interest in the environmental aspects of the movement (often understood as Peter
Maurin’s vision.) Yet, a recent article in The Catholic Worker by
Eric Anglada of New Hope Catholic
Worker Farm, makes the argument
that Dorothy Day also always held
the Green Revolution as an integral part of the movement. In the
movement, we see more and more
young folks heading for the farms,
and urban houses of hospitality
putting more of an emphasis on
sustainable practices and urban
farming.
This all seems quite appropriate given the news of the effects
that we are already seeing due
to climate change. Should we not
start putting our full efforts toward
care for the planet? We live in a
world based on systems that are
entirely unsustainable, and unless
we start to reverse these systems,
we are headed for even more disaster. What could be of more primary
importance?
While we address this issue it
is possible to do so in a way that
holds onto the other things we
value. We can realize that seeing
the urgency of reversing unsustainable systems is an easy mindset to take on--especially for those
who are not directly affected to a large degree by other justice
issues such as mass incarceration, a low minimum wage, or sexual
violence, just to name a few. The recent news and hype around

climate change can create a sense of urgency that fosters an environment in which addressing any other issue can seem trivial
(in light of a pending environmental disaster).
This urgency can create a “we don’t have time for that” attitude toward other issues which can be a block in developing
important connections and coalitions
with other individuals and groups working for changes in our world in other
ways. This attitude has too often left the
environmental movement isolated from
a larger, more comprehensive struggle
for justice.
Many people who have been involved in environmental work can attest to the whiteness of environmental
groups. Although many are frustrated
with this dynamic, we all too often throw
up our hands and stop working toward
building coalitions across race and class
lines. A pamphlet, recently put out by
the Anti-Racist Collective of the Justice
Institute, stated, “We have failed to
place white anti-racist organizing at the
center of our work. Due to this failure
we continue to build organizations that
are primarily white, and to engage in
struggles that are disconnected from
communities of color as well as the
advanced organizing work that is occurring within these communities” (ARC).
Footnote or put more full reference her.
White activists have seen this occur not
only in the environmental movement but
also the anti-war movement, the anti-death penalty movement,
and certainly the Catholic Worker Movement as well. If we are
to create any significant change when it comes to environmental
issues, we must see building these broad coalitions as being of

Jason Ebinger is learning brick-laying, carpentry, and other construction skills.
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primary importance.
In order for environmental activists to address climate change
within the context of combatting issues of classism and racism, we
must begin by going to the communities that are most negatively
affected, recognize the work already being done and find ways
to support issues of primary importance to those communities.
We must support each other fully and work towards authentic
relationships, not only when it is convenient or beneficial to issues of environmental justice. Unfortunately, instead of working
within a relational context to communities of color, “progressive”
white activists too often create a climate that effectively serves
to marginalize people of color. This especially happens when
whites allow [their experience of] the urgency of an
issue to override the need
for inclusion and leadership of people of color
in building a movement
powerful enough to win our
goals.”(ARC)—Footnote or
fuller reference
Keeping people divided on the basis of race,
class, or any other distinction, as well as promoting
extreme individualism, is
a convenient mechanism
of the capitalist system to
keep the majority separated. This separation keeps
us from significantly challenging the elite class and
major corporations that
condone, conduct, and
profit from what is increasingly being recognized as
environmental terrorism.
This method of separation,
imposed by the ruling class,
has been used for centuries, if not millennia. Our
country was founded upon
this method of separation
through pitting indentured
servants and other poor European immigrants against African
people brought to the New World through the slave trade. This
separation continues today, in many ways as strong as ever. It is
the basis of our current system of privilege and oppression. We
did not ask for this system, but we must recognize the role that it
still plays, become aware of its manifestations, and be willing to
address them as we go about working for environmental change.
Like many other justice issues, the ill effects of climate
change will primarily and disproportionately affect poor people
and people of color. As with global capitalism, the people of poor
and marginalized countries as well as the poor of our country will
be the first to bear this burden. As the price of resources, such

as food, increases, it is those who have more wealth who will be
able to sustain themselves. As weather systems become more
destructive and volatile, it is those who are already marginalized
who will be most severely affected. We have already seen this,
for example, in hurricane Katrina several years ago. And, as the
earth becomes more and more polluted, it will undoubtedly be
poor communities and communities of color who are most heavily
exposed to dangerous materials and chemicals--a phenomenon
called environmental racism.
There are famous cases of this, such as the PCB (polychlorinated biphenyl) landfill incident in Warren County, North
Carolina in which county leaders illegally dumped thousands
of tons of this dangerous
chemical in a poor, primarily African-American area of
the county--because proper
disposal was deemed too
costly. Some cases, however,
hit closer to home here in
St. Louis. There is a largely
disproportionate number
of hazardous waste dumps
in East St. Louis. And closer
to home, some may consider the Round-Up (a toxic
chemical produced by St.
Louis’s very own, Monsanto)
sprayed throughout large
parts of Karen House’s neighborhood on Paul Mckee’s
land for the production of
GMO crops a form of environmental racism. In the
decision to use the land in
this way, and in following
months, there was little to
no concern for the residents
in the area who spoke up
about how this negatively
affected their asthma and
other health issues.
We m u s t s e e t h e
--artwork by Ricardo Levins Morales
threads of domination and
exploitation of people and
the earth running through not only the cause but the effects of
climate change. If people who consider themselves part of the
environmental movement, particularly middle-class white people,
are not able to see that this is at the root of the issue and include
addressing these aspects in the solution, no lasting coalitions will
be made.
Another issue that comes up in the work against climate
change is the tension between shifting our own personal lives to
live in more sustainable ways while also recognizing the necessity
of larger scale environmental work. It is all well and good if we can
go away, grow our own food, harness our own energy, consume
only goods produced locally, and encourage others to do the same,
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life. A way that Karen House has chosen to respond is to make
sandwiches available to people who come to our door. The best
way to store and distribute sandwiches is in plastic bags. We are
conscious that the thousands of plastic bags handed out at the
door will end up in a landfill, but how else can we work to ensure
that people have access to the food they need?
A few months back, two men came to the door asking for
sandwiches after having walked from eight miles up Florissant to
get food for their families. Would I have been better off sending
them away saying, “No more sandwiches because we are trying
to move away from using plastic”. I don’t think so, but I also don’t
feel great about the bags that will be promptly thrown into the
garbage or into the streets after the sandwiches are eaten. Social
dynamics that can marginalize people to such an extent that
they must walk sixteen miles round-trip for a few sandwiches are
clearly caused by deeply rooted injustice, and finding appropriate responses does not prove easy. In these cases, we choose to
attend to immediate needs in the way that we know how despite
its implications.
This is one of many examples of what comes up at Karen
House regarding how to be accountable to the people we serve
and our earth. Air conditioning is another that is a continual conversation. There are no units in individual’s rooms, and it can get
miserably hot here in the summer! Yes, window units throughout
the house would make this old convent an energy consumption
nightmare. So, we must hold the decision to have only several units
in the whole house in tension with the reality that this means we
are attempting to offer hospitality in a home that many people
would consider less than hospitable in the heat of summer. I don’t
know what the answer is, but it seems that we must keep stepping
forward, doing what we can, with a questioning openness to find
alternative, more sustainable ways.
We cannot simply address climate change. We must see that
environmental injustice is interconnected with many other issues.
If we try to address climate change without understanding the
broader context, no lasting change can truly occur. Addressing
climate change within its wider context will certainly require innovative solutions, accountability to many different groups, and
a consciousness and willingness to address how we benefit from
systems of oppression. Though we are in an urgent time, we have
to recognize also the urgency of addressing racism, classism, sexism, homophobia, and any other group based oppression as well.
We must value anti-oppression work as much as environmental
work and be actively engaged with both. And first and foremost,
we must be accountable to each other and not strictly to ideology-this will help guide us through the many tensions we face.

--artwork by Ricardo Levins Morales

but this will not stop any of the larger systems at play. In other
words, we must live into the Gandhian adage of being the change
we wish to see in the world, while also recognizing that we are
just one small piece in the whole picture (and perhaps also that
major energy, agricultural, industrial, and technical corporations
will never change for the good of the earth if profit remains the
bottom line motivator).
As with the necessity to make space for and put energy toward
building broad coalitions, it seems that we must also find creative
ways to address the tension between changing our own lives and
being advocates for more large scale change. Depending on our
perspective, this may feel like a place of compromise. If we are so
dogmatic in either reducing our impact as individuals or building
coalitions, we miss the fullness of what needs to happen. We may
decide that traveling to the county for a Monsanto protest is worth
it--despite the fact that we know the full implications of the use of
fossil fuels. And conversely, we may decide that staying home to
tend our garden takes precedence over going to an environmental
activists gathering--despite the fact that it may seem important
to be there. We all must determine our paths toward working for
environmental justice. What seems important is that we place
our lives and work in relation to the people we live with and the
communities we are a part of rather than to striving for perfection
and being accountable only to a particular ideology.
And of course, in the Catholic Worker, we must deal with the
tension of working for environmental justice and practicing the
works of mercy. The work of hospitality can at times seem to come
at the cost of compromising on environmental ideals. For example,
there are hundreds of thousands of homeless folks walking the
streets of America. They lack access to resources necessary for

Sources:
• A Call to Action: White Activists Organizing Against Racism and White
Supremacy. The Justice Institute and
the Anti-Racism Collective
• Witnessing Whiteness. Shelly Tochluk

•
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Conversations with Reuben Riggs of Organization for
Black Struggle.

by Joanna Macy

Taking Personal Action
(And Picking up the Scuffle Hoe)

by Mary Densmore

with clay and water. So last week as I dropped the berries one
by one into the basket, I smiled and thought about that young
girl playing with rocks, because that was all she had, and how
pleased she would be to see me now, living a life genuinely
connected with the earth.
Sometimes I wish I could go back to that beautiful
childhood innocence when my biggest concerns revolved
around play and imagination, but today living in a world so
steeped with problems, I can easily find myself overwhelmed.
More than ever we are seeing the effects of climate change
on our planet; as well as oppression in many forms—Classism,
racism, sexism, homophobia, among others—lingers just about
anywhere you turn. So why, despite all of this, do I choose
to spend my days planting seeds, pulling weeds, harvesting
vegetables, and cooking? It’s a question I ask myself all the time,
especially as I worry about how climate change has already
progressed to a tipping point, yet I again and again pick up the
scuffle hoe, go back to work and continue weeding.
My answer is not as simple as saying that because of
climate change I choose to farm and try and live sustainably,
but, that is a piece of the answer. I choose to spend my days in
the simple ways that I do because I believe that making changes
in my own life makes a difference, albeit a small difference in
the grand scheme of things. Living my life this way changes
me, and that makes it all worth it. As I take in the gravity of
our world’s problems, I sometimes feel stuck or powerless. But
as I choose to take personal action in my own life, I am taking
steps to combat those feelings of powerlessness and remind
myself that each individual and living thing on this planet is
significant and worth fighting for, including me!
Did you know that one child raised in the United States uses
as many resources as thirty children raised in Bangladesh?!?
Those numbers are stark, and given the current state of our

Every year as I harvest black raspberries and crouch down
to carefully drop them into my basket, I am reminded of my
childhood and the times my older sister and I would collect
rocks imagining they were berries. We would spend hours
every day playing in the confined corners of our suburban
backyard transforming it in our minds. We converted a handful
of trees into a bountiful forest that provided all that we needed;
using our imagination we collected food, sticks became tools,
our plastic playhouse became a log cabin we hand-built
ourselves. We would come inside in the evening with hands
caked in mud having attempted to make cups, plates and bowls

-photo by Ashleigh Packard

Mary Desnmore has been spending much of her time at the New Roots Urban Farm and in growing microgreens and making soap to sell at the market in Tower Grove Park on Saturdays.
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will single-handedly cause capitalism to come crashing down.
Plus my path towards a simple lifestyle is easy for me to make
because I am a white person and have benefited from so much
privilege in my life. Yet, when I look at the history of control
and domination of my white European ancestors, it feels so
sane and human to produce things with my own hands versus
participating in the capitalist system.
The choices I’ve made to farm and attempt to live in
connection with the earth makes fighting for change a daily part
of life. We are being asked right now to respond to the climate
crisis, and what I most sincerely believe is that we must find
ways to live authentically and in connection with each other.
Because of capitalism, the contamination of the planet is linked
to all other oppression. A step I can take is to look inward at
the ways I’ve been confused and begin to make changes in
my life towards a planet free of oppression. Unfortunately,
there is no master plan to follow or “right” way to live justly
in the world, and it’s definitely more complex than changing
your light bulbs or driving a Prius. It’s likely that the changes

planet we must inevitably change the fundamental ways we
are living in this country. To start we certainly must address
how our current economic system—capitalism— holds
oppression in place and also relies on the continual damage and

--photo by James Meinert

contamination of the planet. While we can’t change capitalism
overnight, I do believe a launching point is to start examining
our own lives, minds and hearts and address the ways we’ve
been confused. Capitalism encourages us to be competitive,
efficient, and productive, and separates us from each other.
It allows us to become disconnected from all the hard work
other people do to make things in our life possible and tells us
that having money will make us happy.
To counter this, a personal goal of mine is to live a happy,
useful and connected life on earth. Instead of driving to the
gym, I pull weeds and haul them to the chickens. I find that I
love the satisfaction of cleaning up garden beds to grow food,
not to mention the strength and confidence I build using my
muscles. I ride my bike to the school garden where I work and
am delighted with the new acquaintances I’ve made just by
passing by the same houses on my bike a couple times a week
and saying hello. Once as I was riding my bike, a women ran
out of her house half-dressed and asked me for a hand to help
zip up her dress in the back where she couldn’t reach. Had I
been driving in a car or in too big of a hurry to notice, I could
have completely missed this lovely opportunity to connect
with a neighbor and lend a hand. Neighbors, volunteers and
passer-byers are constantly stopping by New Roots not only to
see the garden but also to connect, get vegetables, tell stories
and ask questions. My life is so enriched in the process. By
slowing down and living a simpler, more sustainable lifestyle,
I find it’s easy to be connected to others.
As I delve further into my life and vocation as a farmer,
genuine tension arises. Inherently, by choosing to spend my
time doing some things I am not choosing to spend my life doing
other things. The more I try and farm well, the more time it
seems to take up in my life. This means not spending as much
time organizing and fighting for large-scale change. I do believe
(or hope) that in some way what I am doing may contribute to
change, but I am not at all convinced that this work I am doing

--photo by Ashleigh Packard

that are right for me will be different than what is true for all,
but we get to love and encourage each other along the way. I
am sure glad there are people out there like Arielle organizing
for mass action. I love being able to show up to a protestor
march that she has spent time planning,and I appreciate seeing
her when she stops by the farm every other week to pick up
vegetables. It gives me hope to know there are people out
there making bold, courageous changes in their lives. For me it
means growing vegetables, slowing down, noticing each other
and realizing that we need each other. We’re not alone, so isn’t
anything possible?
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Organizing for Mass Action
by Arielle Klagsbrun

A couple of years ago, a friend and I did an action
regarding the Keystone XL pipeline that landed us on the
Charlie Brennan radio show. An older man called into the
show obviously frustrated that Charlie was giving radio
time to lefty tree-hugging kids. He demanded to know how
we had gotten to the radio station. I answered that we had
taken the MetroLink, thwarting his attempts to point out that
we were two-faced liars, telling people to live a certain way
when everything around us requires
oil. Immediately after I answered
the question, I wished I had said we
drove to the station or somehow
burnt some fossil fuels in the process
because I wanted to make the point
(which he probably didn’t care
about) that he was right.
In reality, many of us, if not all
of us to some extent, are stuck in the
capitalist system that requires cheap
fossil fuels and inevitably causes the
climate crisis. I organize for mass
action because I believe that it will
take a mass movement to change
our economic system and therefore
substantially address the economic
and environmental injustices that are inextricably linked to
climate change. That is my role in (the hopes for) an anticapitalist movement because ultimately organizing and being
part of resistance work is one of the only things that makes
me feel as though I have any control or power over the giant
systems working against us all.

The caller on the Charlie Brennan show that day
highlighted the problems of the “lifestyle activism” solution
to the climate crisis that is often found in the mainstream
liberal climate movement. This perhaps can be most acutely
seen in Al Gore’s 2006 documentary, An Inconvenient Truth.
I remember as a 15 year old watching the movie in theaters,
and feeling a glimmer of hope that everyone in the theater
would also by the end feel the fear and anger that I felt
about the climate crisis and be
pushed to action. However, when
An Inconvenient Truth ended with
encouraging people to switch
their light bulbs and ride their
bikes and take shorter showers,
I was frustrated beyond belief.
The scale of Al Gore’s “solutions”
never matched the scale of the
climate crisis, and the solutions
had the impact of individualizing a
problem that none of us had any
choice in being a part of. In doing
so, the “carbon footprint” rhetoric
of An Inconvenient Truth (and many
-- Photo: Jason Sibert / NLN others) only forwards a flawed
analysis that we as consumers
of electricity are the cause of climate change, instead of
putting onus on capitalism, or fossil fuel companies, or utility
providers or the government. Even more problematic, the
“carbon footprint” language creates a movement that is only
meant for upper class people with the capital to personally
invest in solar panels for their homes or to buy a Prius.

Arielle Klagsbrun is an organizer for MORE and on the collective for Rising Tide North America,
a network of grassroots groups using direct action to fight the root causes of the climate crisis.
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modern societal collapse. This is I guess what I’m organizing
to stop or at least mitigate, but I know it might be coming.
Sometimes I think my work as an organizer is not necessarily
to try to take down Peabody Coal, but to build an empowered
community so that when “the apocalypse” comes we can
self-organize. I think seriously about how I might be pretty
useless in “the apocalypse.” (Will people really have a need
for meeting facilitators or action coordinators?) My friends
and comrades that have put time and energy into learning to
be sustainable farmers or permaculturalists will certainly last
longer than me.
Organizing for mass action sometimes means not having
the time to live in a way that I would want ideally to live. I
drive my car a lot, sometimes across the country. I feel the
deep irony when I panic as my iPhone is running out of coalfired electricity during an action often targeting Peabody
Coal and I’m forced to run to find an outlet. Sometimes I feel
disgusted with myself. Sometimes I’m too busy to notice. I
don’t spend as much time outside enjoying the ocean or the
forests as I should.
I’m trying to be better about all of this and make time
for things that make me happy and things that will make
me useful for “the apocalypse”. I’m conscientiously trying
to build on my knitting skills by learning to spin wool so that
eventually I can create my own clothes. I try to always have
a knitting project so that I’m improving and can make ornate
loin clothes someday.
The tensions are inherent. When I think this way, is this
giving up? Am I accepting that “the apocalypse” is coming
because organizing has failed and the best we can do is
prepare? I’m not totally sure. Last week, a woman in Vermont
was arrested as part of a “knit-in” to stop the building a
fracked gas pipeline. Maybe that’s what I’m preparing for.

"I organize for mass action because I believe it will take a mass
movement . . . to address the economic and environmental injustices that are inextricably linked to climate change." -- photo from
Missourians Organizaing for Reform and Empowerment

The theory of change behind the “lifestyle activism” of
the mainstream climate movement is probably what pushed
me to organize for mass action. It just didn’t make sense. If
every liberal in America put solar panels on their homes, the
fossil fuel industry would be alive and well, and the message
of the liberals was, of course, only reaching the liberals.
The tensions for me are real, though when the “lifestyle
activism” is not in a liberal framework, but in a radical anticapitalist framework. I know that if every person in America
took themselves off the grid, grew their own food and, most
importantly, stopped participating in the capitalist economy,
carbon emissions would decrease. But it seems to me like
we are pretty far off from getting people to stop working and
consuming and participating in capitalism, and that to get
there, we will probably need a mass movement. Just as the
individualization of the “solution” by Al Gore made it so that
I didn’t bother changing my CFL because it didn’t seem like
it mattered in the big scheme of things, I believe that most
people will not be able to defect from capitalism without
feeling like enough others are doing so that it will make a
difference. One of the effects of capitalism is to make us feel
like our individual actions don’t matter. Organizing for mass
action, regardless of what you’re organizing around, is the
antidote for me. I believe that even if I removed myself from
the capitalist economy and did the time-intensive work of
living a healthier life, I would feel like it wasn’t enough because
I would know that the capitalists were still at work digging up
fossil fuels, exploiting local communities and putting carbon
into the atmosphere. Without organizing, I feel hopeless and
destabilized.
Many days though, I feel hopeless even if I am organizing.
I think a lot about “the apocalypse” or whatever you’d like
to call it - the time that significant climatic changes cause

-- photo from Missourians Organizaing for Reform and Empowerment
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From The Mailbag
Responses to our Recent Issue,
"Catholicism and the Catholic Worker"

Dear Teka,
I know that the Spring Issue of The RoundTable (“Catholicism
and the Catholic Worker: A Round Table Discussion”) was the
effort of many people. I read every article and thank each for
their work. Very honest and thought provoking - I will keep
the issue for re-reading. Thank you all very much.
- Kathi Danna

participate with unjust institutions is a common practice of
the CW movement, should this practice be employed with
the Church as well? The articles were fearless in exploring
the hot button issues between the CW movement and the
Catholic Church. The most common outrage concerned
the Church’s official teaching against women priests and its
description of homosexual acts as “intrinsically disordered.”
		
Oddly enough,
Dear Jenny and the RT Editors,
the Church’s support of the just
What an inspiring piece in The
war theory and the American
Round Table! Reading The Round
bishops’ utter silence regarding
Table is always an inspiration as
drone attacks (with my apologies
well as allowing me to keep up with
to Bishop Richard Pates of Des
what dear friends are doing.
Moines) were absent in the
Judy and I have lived through
issue. Have CWers largely come
the the sexual orientation issue
to accept the just war stance of
with children and grandchildren.
Roman Catholicism? Although
The grief-pain-outrage-confusionthere are no easy answers for
exclusion never seems to stop.
any of these questions, I did
There is never a comforting
appreciate Eric Anglada’s quote
answer to the tears and, “Why is
from Dorothy: “As a convert,
-- Graphic from an article in “The Latin Mass Magazine”
the world so mean to me?”
I never expected much of the
addressed to Jenny Truax (no note enclosed)
The Church rigidly offers
bishops. In all history popes
only pity and forgiveness for the
and bishops and father abbots
prodigal. Understanding and real love? Never.
seem to have been blind and power-loving and greedy. I never
Loving commitment between two people is joyful beyond
expected leadership from them. It is the saints that keep
words. And it can be wonderfully durable and complete. Some
appearing all throughout history who keeping things going.”
sixty years on, I know my next goodnight kiss will be as sweet
Regarding the topic of Catholic identity in the CW
as the first. Pledging such a degree of trust and fidelity is the
movement, Jason Ebinger provided the examples of Ammon
very best that can be asked of humans: for better or worse...
Hennacy (a non-Catholic Christian) and Karl Meyer (an agnostic)
in sickness and health...spoken in a crowded cathedral or
as non-Catholics appreciated and accepted in the movement
whispered in a drifting canoe.
by Dorothy. As a disclaimer, I acknowledge and respect CW
Attempting to classify such commitments - some better
communities that have retained a strictly Catholic or Christian
than others or more pure than others - is nonsense. In
identity. This fosters a communal prayer life and mutual
particular, for a politician, anthropologist, busybody, or bishop
spiritual support. Nevertheless, it is crucial that there are
to say that one matching of chromosomes makes one lovers’
communities that reflect the pluralism of greater society. The
bond better or worse is nonsense. Don’t be jealous of love...
Second Vatican Council incontrovertibly stated: “The Council
Celebrate it!
wishes passionately to summon Christians to cooperate,
- Jack Hereford
under the help of Christ the author of peace, with all men
[and women] in securing among themselves a peace based on
Dear Editors,
justice and love and in setting up the instruments of peace”
The previous Round Table on the Catholic Worker
(Gaudium et Spes 77).
movement and Catholicism addressed many fascinating topics.
Engagement with non-Catholics has been a regular
Is it a problem that many CWers are no longer Catholic? How
occurrence and goal in the CW movement. Peter Maurin
should the CW movement respond to the hierarchy when
included an invitation in the first issue of the Catholic Worker
it actively promotes injustice? To what extent should the
in 1933 for a clarification of thought: “I hope everybody will
Catholic Worker be one’s spiritual home? Since refusing to
come to this meeting. I want Communists, radicals, priests and
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laity.” Early on Dorothy stated: “We take whoever comes to us
as sent by God and do not believe in picking and choosing. If
we start eliminating then there is no end to it. Everyone wishes
to eliminate someone else.”(Dorothy Day, House of Hospitality,
Chapter Three.) Though I’m sure they turned some potential
workers way, the sentiment is clear.
The lack of racial diversity among Catholic Workers is a
perennial concern at CW gatherings. Although the various
reasons for this are beyond the scope of this letter, a major
factor is the Catholic identity of the movement. Carolyn Griffeth
shared in her article: “I told my Protestant mother that I was
living in a Dorothy Day house in order to avoid using the word
Catholic, as if it might cause me to choke!” Our community in
Milwaukee includes four African American members, none of
whom are Catholic. Although this means that our community
rarely gathers for spiritual enrichment, our community is
enriched in other ways. This is fine with me because even
though the Catholic Worker is an instrument for living out my
Catholic faith, my ecclesial community is
my local Catholic Church.
- Lincoln Rice
(Casa Maria Catholic Worker,
Milwaukee, WI)

One man asked me, “What is the exact nature of the
relationship between the CW movement and the Roman
Catholic Church?” Another man interjected that the Catholic
Worker has absolutely nothing to do with the Catholic Church. I
did not agree that we are completely disassociated. Otherwise
the word Catholic would have no meaning.
I explained that the CW movement is an independent
movement of lay men and women in addition to some priests
and religious, who struggle for a better world. It is rooted in
the Catholic tradition, yet it is open to people of all faiths, and
it is radically inclusive and egalitarian in its vision. Many nonCatholics and non-Christians have joined. So it is not a sectarian
movement, yet the word Catholic is not a mere homonym….
Jesus called us to help bring about the kingdom of heaven
on earth. The institutional church grew out of the primitive
community of believers However, the institutional church is not
that important. It failed in its mission because it got too caught
up in the power structures and ethos of the Roman Empire.
We can still gather together in small
communities to follow Jesus and seek the
reign of God much like the early disciples.
In my opinion, accepting or rejecting the
institutions of Rome is a distraction. In
prison, the Roman Catholic community
has been a lifeline for me. Loyalty to
Rome does not strike me as the essence
of Jesus’ message. Yet rejection of Rome
would leave me isolated and adrift, a man
without a country.
Some say that my choice is a mark of
privilege. The church has not marginalized
me or excluded me because of who I
am. However, there are many faithful
Catholics who are gays and lesbians. I
would hazard a guess that half of our
community and many of our altar servers
and volunteers have been openly gay.
Homophobes dislike the Catholic Church
because we do not exclude anyone…
- Kyle De Wolf

Ed. Response: Lincoln, Thank you for
writing. We appreciate your recognition
of the horror of drone attacks and the
Catholic Church's silence. It is not our
belief that Catholic Workers have come to
accept the just war stance or that we do
not care about drones. However, we do
think that many reams of paper have been
published from Catholic Worker authors
and other pacifists denouncing the
Catholic Church's stance on war. While
we didn't tell our authors what to write
about in their personal response to our
inquiry about their relationship between
the Church and the CW, we were pleased
that many of them highlighted the ways
in which both women and LGBTQ folks
have been mistreated and marginalized.
The outrage of this marginalization
and the resultant reinforcement of
the glorification of straight men has not been oft expressed
throughout the history of the Catholic Worker. We hope that
people look at these issues head-on rather than diminishing
their significance by trying to highlight other significant issues.

Ed. Response: Kyle, while it is true that
some LGBTQ people stay a part of the
Church, it is in our experience that it is
not without great cost. Many express a great sense of loss of
community, of being welcomed, wanted, and understood, and a
deep sense of being marginalized. Many who stay, stay hoping
to change the Church to become a spiritual home that is truly
open and welcoming. Also, homophobia is not just a sentiment that some people hold but rather a systemic bias against
people who identify on the LGBTQ spectrum. In the Catholic
Church and its schools LGBTQ people who are in a relationship
can be mistreated, fired from a job, refused communion, and
removed from a volunteer position without consequence to
the institution. Until those practices and others change, the
Church, in its practice, is homophobic.

Dear Round Table,
Thank you very much for your newsletter. I always find it
refreshing and I always look forward to the next issue. Recently
I gave a talk on the Catholic Worker at the UU service in the
prison chapel. I have learned most of what I know from The
Round Table, in addition to The Catholic Worker and The
Essential Writings of Dorothy Day.
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From Karen House
By Kristina Vidovic

A former guest wrote a greeting card to me recently that
started out: “Dear Kristina, Please forgive me for not getting this
note to you sooner.” Instead of writing “From Karen House”, I
decided to write “Dear Karen House”. Hopefully this will give
you a picture of what has been going on recently.

That was the day I realized what the word “hospitality” truly
meant to me. That was also the day I realized Timmy was my
hero (except Noodle, Timmy's dog, is mine and everyone else’s
real hero; am I right?).
Hospitality is when Shelia gets excited about women’s
birthdays and makes the best banners, or even calls or visits
Dear Karen House,
former guests to wish them magical birthdays. When Colleen
Please forgive me for not getting this note to you sooner. As
fully embraced the “best friend” title from a former guest
my community says, I left “for a minute” - or maybe five-and-awho wholeheartedly appreciates her kindness and wanted to
half “minutes”. I moved into the house last summer, but while
put her as an emergency contact number. It is when Timmy
living in Vienna, Austria from January to mid-May, I realized I
brings his fancy-shmancy-baking materials downstairs to make
have not taken the time out to express my feelings for you in
homemade chocolate buttercream frosting for a guest’s 60th
a way that I would really like to. Thank
birthday cake. When Jenny finds some time
you for welcoming me back with open
out of her day to bring her and Annjie’s
arms when I officially joined commudogs over to visit the kids in the house.
nity my first meeting back home… even
When Dan spends hours downstairs in
though you are not air conditioned…
the bike room building bikes and teaching
and probably were extremely sweaty…
our neighborhood friends how to fix their
own. Hospitality is when Annjie can make
and had no desire to give me a sticky,
a sign about only being able to give out
hot embrace.
sandwiches or hygiene products after 1:15
I was living with my cousin in ViP.M. to outside guests look like an artistic
enna’s outer city, and I remember every
masterpiece, along with every other colormonday morning all I ever wished for
was to roll out of bed, walk down three
ful sign she volunteers to tape up outside
flights of stairs, get a cup of coffee from
of the dining room. When Tim graciously
the kitchen, catch up with Teka, and
and unscared-of-potential-critters-ly cleans
-photo by Teka Childress who was too busy
out the rotting fruit and vegetables in the
attempt to make a decent lunch for
documenting to clean.
Food Storage Room before the next food run
the women and neighborhood guests. I
remember wanting those moments back so badly, wanting to
comes in. It is when Ellen wakes up in the wee hours of the night
and clears up guest emergencies without any complaint. And
practice what I strived to be every day in that house: hospitable.
when Anthony takes the kids out on Wednesdays to go see $1
In December I went to watch Timmy give a talk about
movies so that the moms have some time alone. Do you see
Karen House and the Catholic Worker to a parish group so I
how fortunate I am to be living in this community?
knew what to say when my time came around to give a talk. I
So a big, sweaty embrace back to you, Karen House, and to
will never forget how he explained what Karen House was to
the hundreds of beautiful women, giggling children, and altruthese twelve adults. “So let’s say you have a family member
istic community members who will pass through your doors;
who loses their house in a fire, or loses their job, or whatever
to the smiles, the tears, the laughs, and all the in-betweens we
the situation is - and that family member became homeless,”
are going to share throughout our days together.
he said. “Most likely you would be more than happy to have
them come stay with you. You would give them a bed with
clean sheets, cook some meals for them, and let them use your
Yours truly, Kristina
washer and dryer. There would have to be some sort limits
put up between you and your family member, but overall you
would try to be as welcoming as possible. That’s exactly what
our house does, except we do hospitality on a wider scale.”

Kristina Vidovic defies the logic that you cannot be a Catholic worker while in school.
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Catholic Worker Thought
and Action: Invasion of Gaza
By Timmy Cosentino
“If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have
chosen the side of the oppressor.” – Desmond Tutu
The news has been particularly difficult for me lately.
There is an incredible amount of violence that is largely
being directed at civilians. Christians are persecuted
and killed in Iraq, Syria has had its deadliest two weeks,
the Ukraine/Russia conflict is escalating and Israel has
continued its aerial and ground invasion of Gaza. In all
of these conflicts a tremendous amount of civilians have
been targeted, displaced, and killed. It is a tragedy and I
am mostly at a lost how to respond.
The invasion of Gaza though is what I feel compelled
to speak about, because as Americans, we are complicit.
Right or wrong the United States largely funds and backs
Israeli military and government and as a result we, as
American citizens, have a part in its actions. The conflict
between the Palestinian people and Israeli government
is one that is fraught with misinformation and extreme
passions. It is complex with nuance and it is also simple
and straightforward. It is not simply between Palestinians
and Israelis but has dozens of players that have been
active in the conflict including: The United States, Britain,
Russia, Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Iran, and Lebanon.
As a person committed to nonviolence I can not
condone Hamas rocket attacks on the people of Israel.
Nor can I accept the massive, disproportionate collective
punishment on a population of 1.8 million because of the
actions of one group. At the time of writing there are over
2100 deaths among Palestinians. Roughly a quarter of
those killed were Palestinian children and the UN reports
that roughly 75% were civilians. Israel reports that 66
Israeli soldiers and 6 civilians have been killed.
But even this stance--of condemning violence on
both sides,--s not enough because it implies an equality
that does not exist. The other story is one of occupation,
control, pervasive racism both systemic and individual,
and the destruction of a culture and people. There is an
occupation and apartheid in Palestinian regions which
has only gotten worse as time goes on. Palestinian
rights, land, and lives have been taken from them. The
Israeli government controls the region and does not
allow either real self governance or participation in the
Israeli government. Most of the Palestinian people live in
temporary refugee camps that have become permanent.

The Israeli military however is the 11th strongest force in
the world and has the full backing and support of the
United States. They have sophisticated and extremely
destructive instruments of war and a standing and well
trained military. It is like comparing the threat level of
a small child and an armed adult and saying they are
equal. No, this is not a conflict between two equals but
rather desperate people doing anything they can to avoid
destruction.
So I am reminded of the words of activist Harvey Milk
which I borrow now and say to you. Come out! Come out!
Come out! Come out in support of the Palestinian people!
Come out in support not only of peace, but also Justice!
To remain neutral is to ignore the oppressed, so I say,
"Come out and support the Palestinian people!" Support
the BDS campaign (www.bdsmovement.net), educate
yourself and listen to Palestinian voices. Support the local
efforts of these groups: the St. Louis Palestine Solidarity
Committee (www.stl-psc.org), the St. Louis chapter of
the Council on Islamic American Relations (www.cair-stl.
org), or the St. Louis chapter of Jewish Voice for Peace
(www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org). Lastly, and perhaps most
importantly, be a strong and consistent voice speaking
out against oppression. No one will know you support
justice unless you come out against oppression, unless
you come out for the Palestinian people.

Timmy Cosentino is planning some trips in the not too distant future. Look out for him.
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Karen Catholic Worker House
St. Louis, MO. 63106
1840 Hogan

We have been profoundly affected by the killing
of Michael Brown and the events taking place in
Feguson. Please visit our website,
karenhousecw.org for great articles, anti-racism
resources, and actions suggestions.

Karen House Budget - 2013
Tuckpointing North Wall 		
10,000
Plumber Visits				
1,440
Utilities 				
27,600
Groceries 				
6,600
House Insurance			
1,500
Maintenance 				1,800
Property Tax 				
1,450
Misc (newspaper, bike coop, kids fund)
1,320
RoundTable 				
7,200
Guest Stipends(10/week/guest) 		
4,200
Total Expenses				$63,110
Notes:
• Figures rounded for simplicity.
• So far, major expenses in 2014 have included replacing our slate roof, repairing gutters, and rehabbing 7
of the 12 windows we have yet to complete, at a total
of $19,200.
• We hope to do $5,000 of needed tuckpointing in each
of the next four years.
• To better partner with our supporters, we plan to publish our budget once a year in the RT
• Because we recieve such generous support from you in
food and supplies, and because we run with volunteer
labor, we can operate with the equivalent of one family’s
middle class income! Thank you!!!!

PAID

St. Louis, MO
Permit No. 495

Weekly Liturgy at Karen House
Come pray with us Tuesday nights at 7:30pm for an
inspiring, inclusive community- led liturgy!
Monthly Mass at Little House
Third Thursday of the month at 7:30pm. Call Mike for
details: 314-974-7432
Karen House: A Humble Request
For 20+ years, we have provided our guests without
income (usually about 50% of our guests) a $10 stipend
for a few bus rides, a soda, cigarettes or other personal
needs. In 1990, one St. Louis bus ride cost $1 Today, it
is $2.50.
We would love to provide our guests with $20/week
so they can better get around the city to look for jobs,
visit family, and attend meetings and classes. Would
you consider making an extra donation or increasing
your donation by a few dollars to help make this dream
a reality?
Every single dollar we receive comes from people like
you – individuals, church groups, and school fundraisers. We don’t receive any grant money, or any government money.
You can mail a check to us (1840 Hogan St. Louis MO
63106) or use Paypal on our website. Thanks for your
help in helping to offer our guests hospitality with
dignity.
Blankets Karen House is in need of blankets. We thank
you for any you can give!

We welcome your donations and participation in this work!

As Catholic Workers, our hospitality to the homeless is part of an integrated lifestyle of simplicity, service,
and resistance to oppression, all of which is inherently political. For this reason, we are not a tax exempt
organization. Furthermore, we seek to create an alternative culture where giving is celebrated and human
needs are met directly through close, personal human relationships. Thus, all of our funding comes from
individuals like you who share yourself and your funds so that this work can go on.

