Karen House CW Community - Values Statement
For folks interested in living as volunteers, or joining the community. Created in 2012.

We’re so happy that you’re interested in joining the community!  Below, we’ve spelled out some of our core beliefs as a community for you to discern whether they fit with your values.  Our work at Karen House is founded upon these beliefs, and they are essential to our life as a community. They are drawn from the Aims and Means of the Catholic Worker.1  We don’t expect you to be an expert on these ideas, just that you have a basic knowledge, and an openness and desire to learn more about them. 
 
The Catholic Worker is inspired by the social teachings of the Catholic Church, and draws both Catholics and non-Catholics to its doors. While our community has a diversity of religions and spiritualities expressed in our individual members, as a group we consider ourselves a community of faith; we share spirituality as we share life together. We each express our faith in a variety of ways including morning prayer, community liturgy, bi-annual retreats, traditional religious services, small acts of kindness, gardening, meditation, through the works of mercy, and more. Community members are invited to participate in any or all of these as they desire, or to share their personal spiritual expressions with the larger community.

We believe in the value of personalism, a philosophy which regards the freedom and dignity of each person as of prime importance. We try to take personal responsibility for changing injustice, rather than looking to the state or other institutions. We hope that all of society might be renewed by this philosophy, and that those who are excluded are welcomed with love, drawn by the gentle personalism Peter Maurin taught. Dorothy Day expressed this personalism well in her essay “Room for Christ”:

It is no use to say that we are born two thousand years too late to give room to Christ...Christ is always with us, always asking for room in our hearts. But now it is with the voice of our contemporaries that he speaks, with the eyes of store clerks, factory workers and children that he gazes; with the hands of office workers, slum dwellers and suburban housewives that he gives. It is with the feet of soldiers and tramps that he walks, and with the heart of anyone in need that he longs for shelter. And giving shelter or food to anyone who asks for it, or needs it, is giving it to Christ.

We especially and explicitly extend this personalist welcome to those that society has deemed less than human - people of color, lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people, the very young and very old, immigrants, women, people with disabilities and the poor.2  Recently, our welcome expanded into offering hospitality to transgendered guests - both people transitioning from male to female, and female to male.   We are especially aware of disparities between genders, and do our best to minimize those disparities (within the context that we have male community members living with, and making decisions about, our female guests)

We promote a decentralized society, in contrast to the present bigness of government, industry, education, health care and agriculture. As anarchists, we encourage projects that promote the dignity of the human person - where workers have ownership and people have some control over their lives. To this end, we use consensus in our meetings, avoid hierarchy whenever possible, and are wary of state definitions3, among many other examples.  

We support the "green revolution," a term coined by Peter Maurin.  Beyond just the idea of recycling, we seek to rediscover our true relationship with the land. We promote distributism and the gift economy as just models for economy. Community members are often experimenting with growing, preserving and producing our own foods. We challenge ourselves to use appropriate technology, and to find creative ways of living this value within a large house of hospitality.

We have a strong belief in nonviolence,4 and consider ourselves pacifists. In the setting of Karen House, our pacifism takes many forms; as we live with those who are targets of societal oppression, we are exposed to many forms of state and personal violence. We believe that principled nonviolence is key to living out personalism, and the only way to bring about a revolution of the heart that does not simply replace one violence with another.

As pacifists who believe in working against oppression, we believe we cannot build a society free from violence by using violent means, that “the master’s tools will never dismantle the 
master’s house” (Audre Lorde). We are inspired by Martin Luther King’s ideas: “The nonviolent resister is willing to accept violence if necessary, but never to inflict it…Unearned suffering is redemptive. [with] tremendous educational and transforming possibilities."

We seek active and creative avenues for acting out our pacifism - whether it is nonviolent conflict resolution training, anti-racism work, or nonviolent direct action training.  Sometimes living out nonviolence means patiently allowing a guest to vent or refusing to argue with a sandwich guest; sometimes it means creating alternatives to oppressive systems or directly challenging state oppression. Karen House has a strong tradition of resistance; community members have been  active in the anti-nuclear movement in the 1980s, in local and neighborhood issues (like when a developer wanted to turn our neighborhood into a golf course!), and in all kinds of anti-war and anti-oppression work in between. (We’re especially aware of the oppressions that affect our guests - the disparities in education, racism and classism.)

A main focus at Karen House is practicing the works of mercy.  The Corporal Works of Mercy include: feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, visit the sick, visit the imprisoned, and bury the dead.  The Spiritual Works of Mercy include: admonish the sinner, instruct the ignorant, counsel the doubtful, comfort the sorrowful, bear wrongs patiently, forgive all injuries, pray for the living and the dead. 

We think of our house of hospitality as a center for learning to do the acts of love, so that the poor can receive what is, in justice, theirs, the second coat in our closet, the spare room in our home, a place at our table. 

We value manual labor, in a society that rejects it as inconvenient and undignified. In our capitalist society, we are disconnected from meaningful work, born into a class and a society where we don’t learn to produce what we consume. Within our ability, community members seek to change this paradigm, to do the manual labor that the house needs joyfully,and to view work as a gift to be given.

We believe in voluntary poverty, seeking to both recognize and divest ourselves of privilege, and to cast our lot with those whose impoverishment is not a choice.  We hope to resist the toxic effects of capitalism, consumerism and technology in our lives and rediscover more authentic relationships, often following the example of our guests. 



Notes & Further Reading
1. Aims and Means of the Catholic Worker
http://www.catholicworker.org/aimsandmeanstext.cfm?Number=5

2. Karen House Welcome Manifesto
	See next page

3. Why not become a 501(c)3?
http://karenhousecw.org/documents/whynotbetax-exempt.doc

4. “Nonviolence, Catholic Worker Style” - RT Article, 2012
http://karenhousecw.org/RT2012Occupy.htm

5. More reading about how Karen House enacts decentralization, green revolution,voluntary poverty, distributism
http://karenhousecw.org/ResourcesMain.htm


Karen House is a place of  Love, Acceptance, and Celebration !

Let’s Celebrate...

Women
Who are still paid less than men, often treated as sexual objects, and taught to defer to men

Elders and youth
Who are Often overlooked, ignored and patronized

People from other countries
While they contribute much to our society, many believe they do not deserve basic human rights

People who are lesbian, gay & bisexual
Whose relationships are considered second-class by society

People of color
Who are survivors of genocide, slavery, lynchings; hundreds of years of terrorism by the white power structure

Transgendered people
Who face discrimination, hate crimes, who are taunted and treated less than human

People with disabilities
Who are among the poorest people in the country; considered inferior, a burden to society

Low Income People
Who are often blamed for their poverty

...and all people created by God!  Let’s create a home where:

	We treat each other with dignity and respect
	We can all give and receive love
	We say no to discrimination, hateful language, and systems that oppress others
	We call all live without fear
	...We build a new society within the shell of the old


