
Famous Dorothy Day Quotes

"Whenever I groan within myself and think how hard it is to keep 
writing about love in these times of tension and strife which may, at 
any moment, become for us all a time of terror, I think to myself: 
What else is the world interested in? What else do we all want, each 
one of us, except to love and be loved, in our families, in our work, 
in all our relationships? God is Love. Love casts out fear. Even the 
most ardent revolutionist, seeking to change the world, to overturn 
the tables of the money changers, is trying to make a world where it 
is easier for people to love, to stand in that relationship to each 
other…There can never be enough of it."

“The Gospel takes away our right forever, to discriminate between 
the deserving and the undeserving poor.”

"The sense of futility is one of the greatest evils of the day...People say, "What can one person 
do? What is the sense of our small effort?" They cannot see that we can only lay one brick at a 
time, take one step at a time; we can be responsible only for the one action of the present 
moment. But we can beg for an increase of love in our hearts that will vitalize and transform 
all our individual actions, and know that God will take them and multiply them, as Jesus 
multiplied the loaves and fishes."

"Don't call me a saint. I don't want to be dismissed so easily."

"What we would like to do is change the world-make it a little simpler for people to feed, 
clothe, and shelter themselves as God intended for them to do. 

And, by fighting for better conditions, by crying out unceasingly for the rights of the 
workers, of the poor, of the destitute…we can, to a certain extent, change the world; we can 
work for the oasis, the little cell of joy and peace in a harried world. We can throw our pebble 
in the pond and be confident that its ever widening circle will reach around the world. We 
repeat, there is nothing that we can do but love, and, dear God, please enlarge our hearts to 
love each other, to love our neighbor, to love our enemy as well as our friend."

"As for ourselves, yes, we must be meek, bear injustice, malice, rash judgment. We must turn 
the other cheek, give up our cloak, go a second mile. "

"The greatest challenge of the day is: how to bring about a revolution of the heart, a revolution 
which has to start with each one of us? When we begin to take the lowest place, to wash the 
feet of others, to love our brothers [and sisters] with that burning love, that passion, which led 
to the Cross, then we can truly say, 'Now I have begun.'"



"We are the nation the most powerful, the most armed and we are supplying arms and money 
to the rest of the world where we are not ourselves fighting. We are eating while there is 
famine in the world."

----

"The works of mercy are a wonderful stimulus to our growth in faith as well as in love. Our 
faith is taxed to the utmost and so grows through this strain put upon it.  It is pruned again 
and again, and springs up bearing much fruit.  For anyone starting to live literally the 
Gospel... there is always trial ahead.  "Our faith, more precious than gold, must be tried as 
though by fire."

----

"We cannot love God unless we love each other, and to love we must know each other. We 
know God in the breaking of bread and we know each other in the breaking of bread, and we 
are not alone anymore. Heaven is a banquet and life is a banquet, too, even with a crust, 
where there is companionship. 

We have all known the long loneliness and we have learned that the only solution is 
love and that love comes with community. 

It all happened while we were sitting there talking, and it is still going on."


