The only way we have to show our love for God is by the love we have for our sister and brother. "Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, you have done it unto Me." "You love God as much as the one you love the least."

Love of brother means voluntary poverty, stripping ones self, putting off the old man, denying one,s self, etc. It also means non-participation in those comforts and luxuries which have been manufactured by the exploitation of others. While our brothers suffer, we must compassionate them, suffer with them. While our sisters and brothers suffer from lack of necessities, we will refuse to enjoy comforts. These resolutions, no matter how hard they are to live up to, no matter how often we fall and have to begin over again, are part of the vision and the long-range view which Peter Maurin has been trying to give us these past ten years.

Poverty means non-participation. It means what Peter calls regional living. This means fasting from tea, coffee, cocoa, grapefruit, pineapple, etc., from things not grown in the region where one lives. 

We ought not to eat food produced under such terrible conditions. We ought not to smoke, not only because it is a useless habit, but also because tobacco impoverishes the soul and pauperizes the farmer, and means women and children working in the fields. Poverty means having a bare minimum in the way of clothes, and seeing to it that these are made under decent working conditions, proper wages and hours, etc. 

---------------------------------------

The brutal exploitation of labor and natural resources is at the heart of why clothes have become so cheap.  Consider Bangladesh, for example. This fourth-largest apparel exporter to the United States is one of the world's poorest countries with 56% of its children under age five malnourished. 

While clothing is not typically thought of as a "dirty" product, like an SUV, plastics, or meat, a closer look reveals that this clean image is undeserved. From raw material production through dyeing and finishing, to transport and disposal, the apparel industry is responsible for significant environmental degradation. And eventually, the products enter the waste stream. Clothing, footwear, and accessories are a staple of municipal landfills.

Clothes are cheap and Americans are buying them in record numbers. Since 1991, the price of apparel and footwear has fallen dramatically, especially women's clothing.

Many middle- and lower-middle class youth are working long hours to buy clothes. For poor youth, with limited access to money and jobs, the designer imperative has been linked to dropping out of school (because of an inadequate wardrobe), stealing, dealing, even violence. 

Shopping for clothes, footwear, and apparel have become habits, even addictions, especially for women. People shop on their lunch hours, on the weekend, through catalogs, or in the mall. They spend vacations at outlet malls. It's clear we need to get our relationship to clothes under control. The cultural critic Raymond Williams has noted that we are not truly materialist because we fail to invest deep or sacred meanings in material goods. Instead, our materialism connotes an unbounded desire to acquire, followed by a throwaway mentality.

Meanwhile, throughout the 1990s, donations to Goodwill increased by 10% or more each year.  And what of the clothing that is not resold to consumers? "Shoddy mills” grind up the clothes for car-seat stuffing and other uses. Ironically, the influx of cheap and free clothing in Africa, under the guise of "humanitarian aid," has undermined local producers and created more poverty. And what ends up in Africa, the Caribbean, or Asia, probably also started out there.
Ultimately we could begin to think of clothing purchases as long-term commitments, in which we take responsibility for seeing each garment through its natural life. [I]f we grew tired of a useful garment we'd find it a new home with a loving owner, like with pets.  The impact on the earth [would be] less, and better clothes last longer. 

1. With the ideal of voluntary poverty in mind, how do we deal with the glut of clothing, toys at karen house?  

2. How do we enact it in our every day lives – what we eat, wear, transportation, 

3. justice for you – solidarity of using what’s cheap and around, or long term investment that costs more?

4. reaction to  first reading?

5. how have you experienced this phenomenon of shopping/trowaway mentality

