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Many exciting things have been happening since the last time you heard from us. As usual the house was closed 
for the month of August for cleaning and repair and for our "recouping." We are now back in full swing and 
looking forward to ministering and being ministered to by all who come to our home. One of the more exciting 
events is that in January of last year several of us from both houses got together with some people from our 
neighborhood and incorporated as a not-far-profit corporation and began purchasing buildings in our 
neighborhood. We have started a Land Trust Corporation for the purpose of saving at least SO units in our area 
for people who have lived in the neighborhood and given "it the flavor we value. The area is slated for 
redevelopment and we hope creatively to bring together the "new" residents with those who have been a pan 
of the area for the last fifteen to twenty years . As with most new undertakings, our progress has been slow, but 
as of now, we are the proud owners of three buildings, which insures that at least five economically 
disadvantaged families will not be forced from our area. Presently all of the people 
living in the units are rental tenants, but at the end of one year they will be offered the option of becoming 
owners of their units. 

The By-Laws of the Land Trust guarantee that the land will be held in trust, and that only capital investment, 
together with improvement expenditures, may be charged when any unit is sold back to the trust. Any tenants 
who choose to buy their homes will continue to lease the land from the Land Trust. If they choose to continue 
as rental tenants, they may do so and the Land Trust Corporation will continue to hold both the land and the 
buildings in these particular situations. If anyone is interested in learning more about this venture, please talk 
with Teka, Virginia, or Sr. Carol. Visiting and working with us this year will hold a few surprises, especially for old 
friends. Kathy, Sr. Carol, Joy and Terri are continuing on as community members in an extended fashion. for all 
are sharing in the ministry of the house as non-residents. Hopefully, others in the community will take 
advantage of the options offered by having Barb's house, Kathy, Joy and Terri's apartment and the Convent as 
getaway opportu- nities when the need arises. None of us is so far away that we can't be on hand when 
needed, and it is hoped that this new arrangement will provide a new surge of energy for all of us. We have 
some other exciting surprises to share as well. Tommy Askew, a rather recent volunteer, has agreed to become a 
part of the decision-making phase of our community with all of the responsibilities that are entailed. Tommy 
adds a gentle, caring and compassionate ear, especially for the men who come to live with us. Frank: Combs has 
decided to come and spend some time with us as a live-in volunteer for a couple of months, and Tim will be 
coming from Joplin. Missouri to share the ministry of hospitality with us, too. To both Frank and Tim we say, 
welcome. 

Now that we have shared our surprises with you, we come sharing our needs as well. We find ourselves 
needing silverware'- especially forks and spoons - soup bowls, dinner plates and large serving spoons. We are 
also getting many requests for furniture from former guests. Lastly, we want to take this opportunity to publicly 
express our gratitude to all of you who continue to come to help us offer a Home that is hospitable and gently 
personable for all who live with us. Without your generosity the work of this House would not be possible. We 
pray for you often and ask that you continue to ask God's blessing on us. We also want to offer a warm 
welcome to all who will be coming to share in our mission for the first time. Again, many, many thanks to you 
all! 


